


You want to place the case in its proper context, which will enable you to understand its relationships 



You want to develop an understanding of the court’s legal reasoning. The point of an opinion is for the 

court to explain why it has decided a case in a particular way.  

To understand the legal reasoning in the case, ask yourself the following questions:  

¶ What, at bottom, does the case really seem to be about? 

¶ What arguments does the court use to justify its answer to the legal question you’ve 

identified? 

¶ What other cases does the court cite for support?  

o Does it distinguish other cases? 

¶ 



o Does this reasoning advance the recognition of the linguistic and/or human rights of 

Deaf individuals? If so, in what way? 

¶ If the court did not decide in favor of the Deaf individuals involved in the case, what reasoning 

was used?  

o Does this reasoning represent any of the faulty logic associated with institutional 

oppression of Deaf individuals and/or other marginalized individuals? What markers 

indicate that? 

Once you have gone through these levels of inquiry and have answers to the questions, the next part of 

the process is to create your summary and reflections. Your summary and reflection can be shared with a 

mentor and/or peers. 

Prepare a Summary:  

 

This is a synopsis of the decision in your own words generated in either written English or ASL (taped). 

Create an accurate and concise description of the case - What is the citation of the matter; what is the 

legal issue(s) being decided by the court; what are the compelling facts related to the issue; what is the 

central position of each side of the issue (the position of the plaintiff/prosecutor and the position of the 

defendant) and what are the key points to their argument; what is the Court’s decision?  

 

Attempt to identify what the court viewed as the compelling reasons for the decision that was made. 

Typically, this will 



 

Group Exercises: 

 

A group of interpreters (3-4) can be assigned this task and divide up the elements of the 

analysis and then work together to discuss their findings and create the final analysis to submit 

to the mentor.   

 

Multiple groups can analyze the same case and then engage in a facilitated discussion to 

https://legaldictionary.net/case-law/

